PORTIA  AT  THE   LYCEUM
as ardent in temperament as she is fine in brain and various and splendid in personal peculiarities and feminine charm. After seeing that matchless impersonation, it seemed strange that Portia should ever have been represented in any other light, and it was furthermore felt that the inferior, mechanical, utilitarian semblance of her could not again be endured. Ellen Terry's achievement was a complete vindication of the high view that Shakespearean study has almost always taken of that character, and it finally discredited the old stage notion that Portia is a type of decorum and declamation." Without endorsing every word of Mr. Winter's glowing eulogy, it remains true that Ellen Terry abolished for ever the priggish and unfeminine Portia from the theatre. It is worth noting that " the old stage notion " upon which Mr. Winter is so severe was shared by no less a critic than Hazlitt. It is undoubtedly curious that a man, distinguished alike as a literary and dramatic H3